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MR. MATTSON: Okay. The date is
August 29, 2012. The time is 2:22 in the
afternoon.

MR. PATTON: Tom Patton here. We're
back with Becky Brown, and we're over at 2000
Evergreen Street at the FisCal offices. And
we're with Becky Brown.

Thanks for com ng in.

MS. BROWN: Yes. Hel | o.

MR. PATTON: We wanted to catch you
as quickly as possible, and I understand from
talking with you yesterday, | think you said
tomorrow i s your |ast day?

MS. BROWN: That was my planned | ast
day, yes.

MR. PATTON: And is it still your

pl anned | ast day?

MS. BROWN: | am going to be on
vacation for the next month or so, and | had
said | would be available to help out on

finishing up a few projects and answering
guestions.

MR. PATTON: So you're heading out
on vacation shortly?

MS. BROWN: Yes.
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MR. PATTON: When is that?

MS. BROWN: Next week.

MR. PATTON: What date?

MS. BROWN: The 6th, September 6th.

MR. PATTON: Thursday, the 6th?

MS. BROWN: Um- hum.

MR. PATTON: And you -- and | think
you indicated to me you were heading out of
the country?

MS. BROWN: Out of state.

MR. PATTON: Okay. You'l |l be
avail able through your cell phone if somebody

needs to reach you?

MS. BROWN: | generally don't keep
my cell phone with me when -- you know, |
keep -- I will not necessarily have it on, but
Il will keep it with me.

MR. PATTON: You'll be -- so you'll

be contactable, maybe not i mmediately --
MS. BROWN: Yes.
MR. PATTON: -- through e-mail or
t hrough your cell phone number?
MS. BROWN: Yes.
MR. PATTON: And when are you

pl anning on com ng back?
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MS. BROWN: The -- September 16th.

MR. PATTON: September 16t h. Okay.
So you're only gone for ten days. And t hen
you may be comi ng back to help; you don't know
yet ?

MS. BROWN: No.

MR. PATTON: Okay. What we had
pl anned in terms of follow-up was really
pretty brief and -- but there were a couple
guestions | meant to ask you. You i ndicated
yesterday that you periodically have had
contact with Mr. -- is it Tom Dom ch?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: And tell me a little
bit about that. How often are you two in
contact?

MS. BROWN: We get together a couple
times a year just to celebrate birthdays, get
toget her for |unch.

MR. PATTON: Do you ever talk on the

phone?

MS. BROWN: No.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And | think you
told me he was -- he resided somewhere here
| i ke Carmi chael, | think you said.
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MS. BROWN: He lives in Elk Grove.

MR. PATTON: El k Grove, okay. Have
you tal ked with himat all about what's been
reported in the newspaper relating to Parks
and Recreation?

MS. BROWN: We had a brief
conversation at our |ast |luncheon but --

MR. PATTON: When was that?

MS. BROWN: Oh, about a month ago.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And where did
you meet for lunch?

MS. BROWN: A restaurant in Elk
Grove, Mongolian BBQ Restaurant.

MR. PATTON: And who initiated that
conversation? Who made -- who reached out and
made contact?

MS. BROWN: He had e-mailed me that
it was time to celebrate the birthday | unch.

MR. PATTON: Whose birthday?

MS. BROWN: It was his birthday.

MR. PATTON: When's his birthday?

MS. BROWN: It was in | but
we had both been busy.

MR. PATTON: So you met about a

mont h ago, in July? August?
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MS. BROWN: It was early August.

MR. PATTON: Early August. And
when's your birthday?

MS. BROWN:

MR. PATTON: Okay. Have you tal ked
with anyone else from the Parks Depart ment
since any of the stories in the media have
broken out?

MS. BROWN: No. And | made a
speci al point not to.

MR. PATTON: So Tom Domi ch is the
only person you've talked to since these
stories came out?

MS. BROWN: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: And you i ndicated
yesterday that you heard from someone who you
couldn't recall who it was but someone

associated with the Parks Department that your

records -- you had four file cabinets of
records, budget-related records that -- to
Fi nance that had been tossed out, | think is

what you said.

MS. BROWN: That was a comment that

was made to me some time ago, and | don't know
where | was or who | was talking to, but it
Page 6
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was a comment made in passing.

MR. PATTON: You indicated to us it
was probably somewhere around a coupl e of
years ago.

MS. BROWN: Probabl y. Il -- like |
say, | remember somebody say -- you know, |
woul d have gone | ooking for records, but
somebody had mentioned that my records didn't
exi st anymore.

MR. PATTON: Why woul d you have gone

| ooking for records?

MS. BROWN: Well, based upon the
request for -- to talk to you, | would like to
see what files | had avail able because -- you

know, the information said to bring whatever

files or information you had. And | had
nothing with me at home, so | thought | would
check the office, but | knew there was nothing
there.

MR. PATTON: Did you check with the
of fice?

MS. BROWN: No. | was told there
was not hing there when I -- some time ago, so
| didn't even bother checking. And |

purposely did not want to go into the office.
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MR. PATTON: You -- so the records

t hat you kept, these four file cabinets of
records were -- what all -- what sort of
record -- what records did you keep?

MS. BROWN: | had information --
hi storical information on funds, on park
units, on different iIssues that came up, on
empl oyee compensation, on special requests,
anything that | had that -- | just started
file cabinets on all the different programs

and projects and divisions and units and --

MR. PATTON: Everything that
I nto the budget ?

MS. BROWN: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: You were a good
recordkeeper?

MS. BROWN: | was a good
recordkeeper.

MR. PATTON: So you | earned,

say, a couple years ago, and you can't

goes

you

remember where you were, but someone with

Parks told you that your records had b
tossed?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: And had you aske

een

d about

Page 8

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

your records or did you --

MS. BROWN: No.

MR. PATTON: No. This person just
volunteered that?

MS. BROWN: That is correct.

MR. PATTON: Now, your records --
you were the budget manager, so your records
were kept somewhere in the budget office area
of Admin Services at Parks, right?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: So is it safe to assume
t hat whoever was inform ng you that your
records had been tossed was someone then that
operates within that same physical area in
Budget s?

MS. BROWN: It was in Admi nistration
somewhere who would have seen them.

MR. PATTON: Someone on the tenth
floor?

MS. BROWN: Probably.

MR. PATTON: Some -- and what part
of the tenth floor does Budget occupy?

MS. BROWN: | was in an office on
t he northwest corner.

MR. PATTON: And you can't remember
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the specific individual, but there's a | ot of
people that work in the budget section, right?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: And is your
recollection that it was someone from the
budget section?

MS. BROWN: | don't even remember
where it was and who it was.

MR. PATTON: Woul d someone outside
of the budget section even have occasion to
know what mi ght have happened to records
within the budget section?

MS. BROWN: They woul d have been,
probably. They could have; they would have.
| don't know if -- | don't remember what
happened.

MR. PATTON: What did you think when
you'd heard that all of your records had been
tossed?

MS. BROWN: It was -- well, |
t hought | had a good history of a |lot of the
Il ssues and a |l ot of the information at Parks,
and | just thought it was very sad that
somebody would not want to keep the

i nformati on for historical purposes.
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MR. PATTON: So you thought that was
sad. You didn't ask who -- at whose direction
all those records had been elim nated?

MS. BROWN: No.

MR. PATTON: You had no conversation
about it whatsoever?

MS. BROWN: Nope.

MR. PATTON: You were simply
i nformed your records had been elim nated?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: And you never -- you
didn't even respond to that?

MS. BROWN: Ot her than the fact
t hat, you know, what a | oss of historica
I nformati on.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Who over at the
Par ks and Recreati on Department over the years
since you -- you left in 20057

MS. BROWN: That's correct.

MR. PATTON: And who have you stayed
I n contact with other than Tom Domi ch?

MS. BROWN: There's a few people in

the budget section that | did stay in contact
wi th. There's a person that was over Business
Services.
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MR. PATTON: Who was that?

MS. BROWN: Ol aya Pascal .

MR. PATTON: Okay. Who el se?

MS. BROWN: I n the budget section,
Ci ndy Spita.

MR. PATTON: And what is her job in
t he budget section?

MS. BROWN: She was one of the
managers.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Which -- do you
think she could have been one of the people
t hat was at this meeting when you heard about
your records having been tossed?

MS. BROWN: No, because she would
not have -- when | had met with her, it's at
| unches, and we would not have tal ked about
t hat .

MR. PATTON: What was her name
again?

MS. BROWN: Ci ndy Spita.

MR. PATTON: How do you spell her
| ast name?

MS. BROWN: S-P-1-T-A.

MR. PATTON: Who el se have you

stayed in contact with?
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MS. BROWN: Mar cy Brown.
MR. PATTON: Who is she?
MS. BROWN: She works in the --

currently at Parks in the -- over the Cap
Outlay -- or over the bonds unit.
MR. PATTON: s that part of Admin

Services?

MS. BROWN: Yes, it is.

MR. PATTON: What part of Admin
Services is that?

MS. BROWN: It's part of the budget
section that they deal with bond accounting.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Who el se have
you stayed in contact with?

MS. BROWN: | stayed in contact with
a |lady that just passed away | ast week.

MR. PATTON: Who was that?

MS. BROWN: Peggy Zentner.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BROWN: And | occasionally had
l unch with Ruth Col eman.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Had you and Ruth
become friends?

MS. BROWN: We were friends, and we

woul d just meet occasionally for |unch.
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MR. PATTON: You indicated -- |
think it was you who told me that Ruth had
been at the | egislative analyst's office and
was the person over there responsi ble for
revi ewi ng Parks' budget.

MS. BROWN: Yes, she was.

MR. PATTON: Did you get to know
Rut h when she was in that role?

MS. BROWN: | worked with her from
the standpoint of a department working with a
| egi sl ative analyst relationshinp.

MR. PATTON: So you communi cat ed
with her; you had communication with Ruth
about the budget?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And that was

goi ng back to when; do you recall?

MS. BROWN: | don't recall. |t
was -- we had so many finance anal ysts and
| egi sl ative analysts, it's hard to remember

when.
MR. PATTON: Was it over a | ong
period of time or a short period of time?
MS. BROWN: | don't even remember

how | ong she was there.
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MR. PATTON: Well, she came to Parks
as the Director in 2002.

MS. BROWN: Well, she had other jobs
in between. After she left the legislative
analyst, she was in the |egislature, and when
she came to Parks, she was actually the deputy
for |legislation.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BROWN: But | don't know the
time frame of her jobs.

MR. PATTON: How many - -
approxi mately how many budget cycles do you
think you worked on the budget with Ruth in
her capacity as the |egislative analyst office
representative?

MS. BROWN: | don't even remember.
l'"d have to | ook to see --

MR. PATTON: More than one?

MS. BROWN: Probably, it was more
t han one.

MR. PATTON: More than two?

MS. BROWN: Probably two or three,
but |I don't know how | ong she stayed there. I
don't remember.

MR. PATTON: So several ?
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MS.
MR.

came over --

that resulted

having |unch?
MS.
MR.

I n contact wi
MS.
MR.

you had conta

BROWN: Yes.

PATTON: Okay. And when she
when did you develop a friendship
in the two of you occasionally

BROWN: When she was Director.

PATTON: Okay. And do you stay
th her today?

BROWN: No, | don't.

PATTON: When was the |ast time

ct with her?

MS. BROWN: Probably in February or
Mar ch.

MR. PATTON: Of this year?

MS. BROWN: This year.

MR. PATTON: So you -- so after you
|l eft, in the ensuing seven years, you have
stayed in contact with her?

MS. BROWN: | have had lunch with
her a couple times over the years. Usual |l y
about once a year we get together for |unch.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Who el se --

we' ve got
Peggy Zentner

stayed

Ol aya,

in contact

Cindy Spita, Marcy Brown,

: Who el se at Parks have you

with?
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MS. BROWN: Sandy Kundert.
MR. PATTON: Who is she?
MS. BROWN: She was an

admi ni strative assi stant.

She has since --

she's long since been retired.
MR. PATTON: Sandy what ?
MS. BROWN: Sandy Kundert,
K- U- N-D-E-R-T.
MR. PATTON: Adm n assistant where?
MS. BROWN: | n Budgets.
MR. PATTON: And who el se?
MS. BROWN: | have lunch with some

friends that

have worked for

Par ks probably i

the early '"90s that | still see. One | ady's
name i s Betty Nakatome (ph.) --

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MS. BROWN: -- and the other is
Audrey McCoy (ph.).

MR. PATTON: Audr ea?

MS. BROWN: Audr ey.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. What was the
| ast name?

MS. BROWN: McCoy.

MR. PATTON: These are two people
fromearlier, in the '90s?
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MS. BROWN: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: What did they do?

MS. BROWN: | -- Betty had different
j obs throughout the department as secretaries,
and Audrey was the Budget Officer.

MR. PATTON: She was Budget Officer
before you?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Where is she now?

MS. BROWN: She's retired.

MR. PATTON: Where does she |ive?

MS. BROWN: Sacramento.

MR. PATTON: You still stay in touch
with her?

MS. BROWN: Yes, | do. | see her
for lunch.

MR. PATTON: Often?

MS. BROWN: About three or four
times a year

MR. PATTON: When was the last time
you tal ked to Audrey?

MS. BROWN: About a month ago.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Do you have a
phone number ?

MS. BROWN: | don't have it with me.
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MR. PATTON: You have my e-mail.
W1l you send me her phone number, please?
MS. BROWN: Sur e.
MR. PATTON: Okay. What did you and
Audrey discuss a month ago?

MS. BROWN: We were at a retirement

party for Betty -- or a birthday party for
Betty, so we were tal king about -- our
husbands were there. We were just visiting

and tal king about the party.

MR. PATTON: Did you tal k about
these news stories?

MS. BROWN: She had asked if | had
read about them. | said, yes, | have. Ot her
than that, we really didn't talk about them

MR. PATTON: You became the Budget
Of fi cer what year?

MS. BROWN: | don't remember the
exact year. It was maybe '96, '97, '95,
somewhere --

MR. PATTON: And it was Audrey --
was the Budget Officer right before you?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Okay. She didn't have

anything to say about these fund discrepancies
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that were reported?

MS. BROWN: No. She just -- we were
just, you know, saddened to see that there was
something like this going on at the Parks.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Who el se have
you stayed in contact with?

MS. BROWN: That's about it.

MR. PATTON: You i ndicated your
husband is a former -- is a retired Parks
empl oyee al so?

MS. BROWN: Yes, he is.

MR. PATTON: He was a civil
engi neer, you said?

MS. BROWN: Yes, | did.

MR. PATTON: And he was assigned to
a district?

MS. BROWN: He wor ked at
headquarters.

MR. PATTON: Oh, he worked in
headquarters. I n what section of
headquarters?

MS. BROWN: The Devel opment
Di vision, he designed parks, and then also in
the Operations Division over the maintenance

program.
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MR. PATTON:

Devel opment is a

separate division?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Run by whom?

MS. BROWN: It's currently run by
Steve Lehman (ph.).

MR. PATTON: I's that a Deputy

Director position?
MS. BROWN: I
MR. PATTON: Okay.

is a separate division.

husband's name?

believe so.

So Devel opment

And what's your

MS. BROWN: M ke.

MR. PATTON: M ke Brown?
MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON:

husband have mai ntained --
the same friendships or
some of
contact with, | assumes,
friends?

MS. BROWN:

MR. PATTON: Okay.
your husband have any mutual

Parks that you stay

some of

are just

And you and your

have you mai nt ai ned

these or --

t hese people who you've stayed in

your

They're my friends.

And do you and

friends from

in touch with?
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MS. BROWN: Not anymor e. We did --
we used to play softball with them and --

MR. PATTON: Who?

MS. BROWN: My husband was on a
softball team with several of the guys from
wor k, but we don't see them anymore.

MR. PATTON: So you got to know some
of these people that were your husband's
friends in softball?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Who were they?

MS. BROWN: Some of the other
engi neers and architects. Do you need al
their names?

MR. PATTON: People from
Devel opment ?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Nobody i nvolved in
Admi n Services?

MS. BROWN: Nobody i nvolved in Admin
Services.

MR. PATTON: I think I'"lIl defer that
for now. So you talked to Ruth a month ago;
you had lunch with her?

MS. BROWN: No. About si x months
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ago. It was in March sometime, | believe,
February or March.

MR. PATTON: Early part of this
year. Was t hat after -- that was after the
Il nvestigation into the vacation buyout had
started? Did you --

MS. BROWN: And | wasn't aware of it
at that time.

MR. PATTON: You two didn't talk
about the vacation buyout investigation?

MS. BROWN: No.

MR. PATTON: Who initiated that
|l unch?

MS. BROWN: It was actually -- Marcy
Brown was also there, and it was -- Marcy just
said Ruth wanted to get together for |unch.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BROWN: We tal ked about kids and
vacati ons.

MR. PATTON: You think it was in
Mar ch. And the subject of an external
Il nvestigation into anything having to do with
Par ks never came up?

MS. BROWN: No, it didn't.

MR. PATTON: Have you ever tal ked
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with Ruth about any investigation in the
Par ks?

MS. BROWN: No, | haven't.

MR. PATTON: About the news stories?

MS. BROWN: No, | haven't.

MR. PATTON: You had no conversation
what soever ?

MS. BROWN: None what soever.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And who planned
this lunch in March? Marcy Brown? It was the
three of you?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Who planned that?

MS. BROWN: Marcy coordinated it.

MR. PATTON: She reached out to the
two of you, Ruth and yourself?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BROWN: She had just said Ruth
wanted to get together for lunch and wanted to
know what days | was avail able, so we
coordinated from there. And it was done
through e-mail s.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And you had

| unch with Tom Domi ch, you said, |ast month?
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MS. BROWN: Yes, or earlier this
mont h but still August.

MR. PATTON: And he, you said,
reached out and suggested it was time to have
a birthday --

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: -- get together, even
t hough his birthday is in |l and yours
s in

MS. BROWN: That's correct.

MR. PATTON: And | assume you and
Tom were both aware at this point about those
stories?

MS. BROWN: Yes, we were.

MR. PATTON: What conversation did
you have with Mr. Dom ch about these stories?

MS. BROWN: Well, first off, about
the vacation, and it was -- the thought that
t hey would buy out vacation was somet hing that
we were both aware of that you could not do,
and we were shocked that it was done.

As far as the fund discrepancies, we
just, you know -- my only comment was | don't
really remember -- | was trying to think back

as to how | did the fund conditions and
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what -- or how this problem came about, and
that's about all we talked about on it.

MR. PATTON: How t he problem came
about ?

MS. BROWN: Wth excess funds, with
the fund discrepancy between department -- or
the fund condition of the governor's budget
and the Controllers.

MR. PATTON: You said you tal ked
with Tom about you don't understand how the
problem came about, the discrepancies, and
what else related to this? What did you say
| mmedi ately before? Two things you tal ked
about ?

Mi ke, do you remember ?

MS. BROWN: We tal ked about the
vacation buyout.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. And then with
regard to the fund discrepanci es.

MS. BROWN: | was trying to figure
out how I put together the fund condition
statements and what information | used, which
was the county and year-end reports, and I
don't understand how the problem came about.

MR. PATTON: You don't wunderstand
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how it came about as opposed to whether or not
It existed?

MS. BROWN: Well, the papers were
reporting it, and not knowi ng what records
t hey were | ooking at, how they arrived at that
number or the figures.

MR. PATTON: Well, the numbers the
paper arrive at are, to me, a separate issue
as opposed to the numbers that people |like you
and other people who work inside Admi n
Services are aware of, having worked with
t hem

MS. BROWN: And | have -- |ike | had
stated yesterday, | reported the information
in the fund condition that was given to me by
accounting within the year-end reports. So |
did not have any reason to suspect there
shoul d have been a difference.

MR. PATTON: So if there was a
di fferent number in budget -- in the budget
fund condition statement to Finance and
accounting statement to Controller, you just
said you were given the numbers -- the
year-end statement number from Accounting, and

you're saying you were not aware that there
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was a difference?

MS. BROWN: No. | was given the
year-end accounting reports --

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MS. BROWN: -- which contained a
statement of revenue --

MR. PATTON: Um- hum.

MS. BROWN: -- which was used as the
basis and the numbers that we used for the
fund condition statement --

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MS. BROWN: -- for the governor's
budget .

MR. PATTON: Um- hum.

MS. BROWN: On the same token, the
year-end expenditure information was used for
the expenditure portion of the fund condition.

MR. PATTON: Yest erday you i ndicated
to me you were aware that there was some
di screpancy, you were trying to understand
why.

MS. BROWN: Correct. And | -- just
| ooking at the Controller's monthly reports,

t he amount of money in the fund didn't -- at

year end didn't |look like it matched the

Page 28

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

budget records, and I didn't know why.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BROWN: And | never had time to
pursue it.

MR. PATTON: Do you remember how big
i n dollars the m smatch was?

MS. BROWN: No, | don't.

MR. PATTON: Smal | amount ?

MS. BROWN: It was a small amount, |
t hink --

MR. PATTON: Hundr ed dol |l ars?

MS. BROWN: We round to a thousand.

MR. PATTON: Was it a thousand
dollars, a hundred thousand dollars, a mllion
dollars, ten mllion dollars?

MS. BROWN: It was probably a couple
mllion dollars; | don't remember.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Somewhere in the
mllions?

MS. BROWN: Somewhere in the
mllions.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And so you were
aware and you didn't know why. Did you want

to know why?

MS. BROWN: Yes, | did, but | didn't
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have time to pursue it.

MR. PATTON: When did you --

MS. BROWN: And then | retired.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And you
I ndi cated yesterday to us that you had become
aware that there was some discrepancy
unresol ved that you hadn't gotten to the
bottom of and that you became aware of that a
couple years or so before you retired.

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And you don't
remember have -- any conversations you had
with anybody in Adm n Services about trying to
figure that out?

MS. BROWN: | do not remember any
conversations. It was over ten years ago, and
| just don't remember any conversations on
t hat subj ect.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MS. BROWN: And | tried |ast night.

MR. PATTON: Well, | want you to
keep trying.

MS. BROWN: I will.

MR. PATTON: See, you -- the people

we' ve talked to about you report that you have
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an impeccable detailed memory, flawl ess --
flawl ess i mpeccabl e know edge about the
budget, every aspect of it, and Ilike
super-expert, that you and Tom Domi ch, in
fact, were the go-to people who understood
this budget inside and out. So as the next
generation comes, you are the people to go and

| earn from So your reputation for

understanding is very, very high. Your
reputation for know edge and detail, very

hi gh. Your reputation for memory, very, very
hi gh.

MS. BROWN: And that's why I --

MR. MATTSON: And your integrity.
They have all said you have a | arge amount of
I ntegrity.

MS. BROWN: That's very nice to
hear . And why | don't remember this issue, |
have no i dea.

MR. PATTON: Is it possible that it
was uncomfortable and you -- it was somewhat
frustrating, it didn't |ook right and you -- |
mean, is there some reason?

MS. BROWN: There's no reason | can

t hi nk of. | -- it may not -- it may have been

Page 31

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

something that, since | didn't have time to

pursue it, it was something -- just put out of
my mind. | was working some |long hours and
had -- it's a stressful job. And | just
couldn't accomplish everything | wanted to
when | retired.

MR. PATTON: You know, | would
| magi ne that having the numbers -- and a
significant -- a number of mllions of dollars

not match in these two reports, especially for
someone in your position, that that would be,
In and of itself, sort of a stressful thing,
t hat you would want there to be -- and | get
the impression fromtalking to people that you
are a very perfectionist type, very detail
oriented, you like to have things right.

MS. BROWN: And it's correct. One
t hing about the State Parks and Recreation
Fund, there's a | ot of activity in the fund
t hat goes on on a monthly basis. There's
receipts into it. There's a | ot of charges,
expenses that come out of it, and there's a
| ot of money that's also from previ ous year
accruals that will ultimately be charged

agai nst the fund. So it's a -- for me, it was
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a very hard project to tackle to try to do

your -- to be careful with what | was

for, which was a true fund bal ance.

| ooki ng

MR. PATTON: So you knew there was a

di screpancy. lt's a complicated fund.

were never able to really satisfactori

You

ly get

yourself educated as to what was going on?

MS. BROWN: That sums it up pretty

good.
MR. PATTON: Did you -- now,

who

took over as Budget Officer for you when you

| eft?

MS. BROWN: Manuel Lopez.

MR. PATTON: Did you have -- did you
spend any time with himtal king about the
budget, helping him training him basically?

MS. BROWN: | had schedul ed some
time to be avail able. He had ot her
comm tments, and we never really met.

MR. PATTON: So you didn't give him

any background as to what you had been doi ng

for the |l ast however many years?
MS. BROWN: Nope. Il left all
files in place.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So - -

my
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MS. BROWN: Are we going to be much
| onger? | do have someplace | have to be.

MR. PATTON: We're al most done.

So when you left, this issue of this
di screpancy was unresolved?

MS. BROWN: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Did you say anything to
anybody about it as you were headi ng out and
retiring?

MS. BROWN: Again, | don't remember
tal king to anybody about the State Parks and
Recreati on Fund. Well, | had my notes --

MR. PATTON: You were trying to
figure it out.

MS. BROWN: My notes and all my
I nformati on was there and all the projects |
was wor king on, and | |et Manuel take over.

MR. PATTON: You were trying to
figure out this discrepancy, you said. You'd
been | ooking at it, trying to figure out this
complicated fund and why there would be such a
di screpancy. Did you not utilize any
assi stance in doing that review?

MS. BROWN: Initially | was

trying -- what | was trying to do before I

Page 34

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

tal ked to anybody el se was get a better
understanding for the fund mysel f.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Before you
tal ked to anybody el se. At some point, did
you ever talk to anybody el se?

MS. BROWN: | don't recall that.

MR. PATTON: But you may have?

MS. BROWN: | may have, but | don't
recal | .

MR. PATTON: Did you utilize anyone
to try to do any background work to run
numbers, exam ne these accounts?

MS. BROWN: No.

MR. PATTON: Did it all yourself?

MS. BROWN: | was doing it myself.

MR. PATTON: Al'l right.

Mi ke, do we have anything else?

MR. MATTSON: No.

MR. PATTON: Okay. We'll go off the
record. What time is it?
MR. MATTSON: It is 2:52.

MR. PATTON: Thank you, Becky.
(End of audi o)
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TRANSCRI BER' S CERTI FI CATE

Becky Brown interview on 8-29-12

STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) Ss.
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO )

This is to certify that |
transcri bed the foregoing pages 1 to 35 to the
best of my ability from an audi o recording
submtted by Heidi Webb at the California
Depart ment of Justice, in Sacramento,
California.

| have subscribed this certificate
at New York, New York, this 21st day of
September, 2012.

Davi d Rutt

eScri bers, Inc.

--000- -
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